The INSL4 gene maps close to WI-5527 at 9p24.1-->p23.3 clustered with two relaxin genes and outside the critical region for the monosomy 9p syndrome.
The insulin like growth factor 4 (INSL4) gene belongs to the insulin gene superfamily and has been mapped by fluorescent in situ hybridization to 9p24. Expression of INSL4, of unknown function, has been recently detected in the perichondrium and ligaments of the human embryo. Here we have mapped INSL4 within the framework of a partial YAC contig covering the distal part of 9p to find out whether this gene lies within the critical region defined for the monosomy 9p syndrome. The gene was also located using a human-rodent radiation hybrid panel. INSL4 was found to be distal to the del(9p) critical region and excluded as a candidate for the syndrome. In addition, the positions of two relaxin genes (RLN1, RLN2) that belong to the same superfamily as INSL4 and which have also been mapped to chromosome 9, were refined. We have shown that the three genes are clustered in the same region.